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Chairman’s Column 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sorry for the muck up about the 
AGM; bit of a misunderstanding 
between the management and me at 
the Yehudi Menuhin Hall.  Never 
mind, we were able to get a message 
to everyone about the change. By 
being able to send emails to 355 
members, telephone 120 members 
and just send out 3 or 4 letters we 
managed to save just short of £240 
postage costs. Not to be sneezed at. 
Thanks to the committee members 
who helped in this exercise.  It just 
shows the importance of keeping us 
up to date with your email details. 
 
As I mentioned at this year’s AGM, 
next year sees some changes in the 
makeup of our committee.  Three of 
our current members will be stepping 
down and the committee decided to 
co-opt Tony WR and Malcolm on to 
the current committee so that they 
can see the way we work for you, the 
members. It is important to maintain 
continuity of our committee by 
bringing in younger members of 
Fetcham U3A in order that we do not 
stagnate. 
 

At the end of this coming year we 
will be celebrating our tenth 
anniversary and what a wonderful 
ten years they have been. We have 
grown in numbers and still grow. 
We have managed to provide 
members with over 90 groups to 
join and the number of groups 
continues to grow. We are as 
vibrant now as we have ever been. 
We can put this down to the 
committee past and present. I hope 
as many members as possible will 
join us at our celebration meal at 
the Barn Hall in Bookham in 
October. 
 
I was pleased to read about a couple 
of experiments lately. Canadian 
scientists, after several decision 
making tests, were able to conclude 
that ‘The older brain has experience 
and knows that nothing is gained by 
jumping the gun’. Personally, I don’t 
do any jumping these days.   
 
The second carried out by the 
Americans (God bless them) 
concluded that ‘Older participants 
(67-72) outperformed the younger 
group (20-36) by working out which 
option led to the most long-term 
rewards’ Thus proving that Aesop 
was right about the tortoise. 

 
Bryan 
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Fetcham U3A has come up trumps 
with lots of members volunteering 
for this project.  A bit different from 
most local organisations who are 
always` bemoaning their ability to 
find volunteers.  
But to start at the beginning...The 
Leatherhead and District Local 
History Society put out a request for 
help archiving a collection of old 
documents amassed by Steven 
Fortescue, a local historian.  
As a History Society member I 
suggested that our Local History 
Research Group 1 might be able to 
help.  Next thing I knew, I had six 
boxes of documents!  The objective 
was to photograph or scan the 
documents and then index them so 
that they can be easily searched and 
viewed on a computer. 
I put out a plea for help to Fetcham 
U3A groups – Several people heard 
about it two or three times over from 
the different groups they are in and 
felt I was targeting them!  But the net 
result was fifteen plus volunteers, 
including all the Local History 
Research Group 2, and members 
from Family History, Computing, 
Digital Photography and Veg. 
Gardening.  Not quite viral, but 
maybe the OAP equivalent. 
With such a large team, the 
photography is nearly complete.  The 
next stage, identifying the keywords, 
is planned for January onwards.  

What about the documents?  
Probably the oldest document 
describes the Advowson of Great 
Bookham - going back to 1657.  
Another interesting set of documents 
covers the breakup of the Eastwick 
Park Estate including the sale of 
Bookham Common to the National 
Trust, with lots of maps showing the 
whole estate and how it was divided 
up. And there is the sale of 
properties left by Mary Christie in her 
will, with her strict covenants re non-
consumption of alcohol!  Or you can 
read about reminiscences of holidays 
spent in Slyfield House by Daphne du 
Maurier.   
All in all, this project has made me 
realise what a wealth of untapped 
talent there is in Fetcham U3A.  If 
you are interested in joining the 
team, please get in touch with me. 
Hugh 

 

 

Hampton Cottage, Leatherhead 

Local History Group goes viral by Hugh  
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Hand Knitting by Diane 

The hand knitting group has been 
meeting for just over a year now and 
we as a group have knitted this Autumn 
a comfort blanket for the Domestic 
Violence Charity - Refuge. These are 
given to children when they are staying 
in the refuge, as often when they arrive 
they have nothing but what they are 
standing in.  

We have also knitted a few baby blankets for SANDS the stillbirth and 
neonatal charity. They are used to line memory boxes for families who 
have lost small babies or are still born.  We meet at my house on the 
last Wednesday of the month.  If you would like to join us please get in 
touch, you will be most welcome.  

Armchair Travel by Jackie 
We are a small group meeting on 
the 2nd Monday of each month at 
2.30pm. Our topics of 
conversation/dvds/talks are wide 
ranging and not a forum for 
showing holiday snaps etc. and 
new members are very welcome 
who could input to this.  Past 
topics have included “Package or 
Independent?” “Criteria of 
choosing a cruise”, “U3A trip to 
Strasbourg”, “Greener Holidays” 
and future topics are “Norfolk 
Island – from Penal colony to 
tourist island” and talks on Sicily 
and the Caribbean.  We hope to 
have outside speakers from time 
to time and in February look 

forward to hearing from Joan 
Morgan who has been a volunteer 
with The Jubilee Sailing Trust 
whose aim is to promote the 
integration of people of all 
physical abilities through the 
adventure of sailing on a tall ship.  
Please contact Jackie for more 
info. on joining our magic carpet 
rides. 
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Jazz Appreciation by Roy 
 

Meetings for June and July had to be 
cancelled because of my cataract 
operation, the date for which was put 
back and interfered with both days - 
all is well now I am pleased to say. 
 

In September we featured four 
pianists - Allan Broadbent, Errol 
Garner, Count Basie and a Japanese 
called Makoto Ozone - who is like a 
breath of fresh air--well he is rather 
good----sorry about that!! We also 
featured a record produced about 
some years back by Spike Robinson 
called Tenor Madness. Spike was an 
American who was over here with the 
American forces during the war and 
who somehow managed to play with 
a lot of British musicians. Eventually it 
was discovered that he was appearing 
at Jazz Concerts on Sunday evening at 
the London Palladium and this led to 
his being posted to Italy. I was 
fortunate enough to sit in with him 
both at a private party and a couple of 
local Jazz Clubs and can confirm that 
he was an absolute gentleman who in 
the end unfortunately managed to 
smoke himself to death. The record 
involved Spike plus John and Alan 
Barnes (not related), and Bobby 
Wellins all on tenor saxes and both 
Barnes also playing baritone sax on 
some tunes - most of which were 
written by Al Cohn.  The record is 
being featured at Shepperton Jazz 
Club in January 2012. 
 

In October we featured an Italian 
singer called Roberta Gambarini who 
is a very fine singer and has recorded 
in America with some well known Jazz 
musicians. She was at Ronnie Scott’s 
for a few days in the autumn and I 
went to see her being accompanied 
by a brilliant Italian trio. When she 
came out on the stage her musicians 
stayed silent behind her whilst she 
sang both the verse and chorus of 
Stardust--completely unaccompanied- 
as an opening number!! She really is a 
welcome addition to the Jazz World 
now that many of the greats have 
either gone or become rather faded. 
In addition we heard a version of 
Benny Goodman’s "Slipped Disc” 
played by Eddie Daniels on clarinet 
and Gary Burton on Vibes, which was 
quite refreshing with an update 
approach to the old Goodman 
favourite, and Mulgrew Miller on 
piano. 
 
In November I bought a boxed set of 3 
CDs each of which had 16 tracks 
mostly recorded in the 50s/60s, a 
large proportion of which had been 
remastered in the 90s. These were so 
good both in production and variety 
that I was able to play 5 tracks in a 
row covering Bill Evans on piano, 
Coleman Hawkins on tenor sax, Roy 
Eldridge on Trumpet, Zoot Sims on 
tenor sax , and finally Art Tatum on 
piano. So you see no expense is 
spared - the complete set cost me all 
of £4.00!!! No wonder the record  
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shop in Cobham closed down this 
year. I also played the title track from 
the new CD by Jacqui Dankworth "It 
Happens Quietly" which is a really 
splendid number composed by her 
father John Dankworth and Buddy 
Kaye and shows that she has 
matured into being a very fine singer.  
John is heard counting in a couple of 
the tunes but she has very wisely 
opted for her own younger musicians 
rather than using her father's group. 
 
At the previous meeting I invited any 
of the members to bring along a CD 
of choice from which I would play a 
favourite track. This resulted in 
pieces from Woody Herman, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Doris Day, and Stan 
Tracey's "Under Milkwood", Zoe 
Rahmann and one or two others 
about whom I have lost my notes. 
 
In December we substituted wine 
and mince pies for coffee, tea, and 
biscuits, and listened to The Rob 

McConnell Boss Brass playing "Don't 
get around much" Chet Baker on 
trumpet - in "My Funny Valentine” 
and Brad Meldhau a more recent jazz 
pianist playing "I didn’t know what 
time it was". For a bit of variety we 
had The Classical Jazz Quartet playing 
part of Bach's Brandenburg Concerto 
No 2 in F Major. I doubt whether it 
would have been recognised once 
the theme was completed but the 
line up was Stefon Harris on vibes 
and marimba, Kenny Barron Piano, 
Ron Carter Bass, and Lewis Nash on 
drums. 
 
Keeping the classical background we 
listened to "Concerto in F" by George 
Gershwin played as a duo by Gary 
Burton on vibes and Makato Ozone 
on piano, Yes, him again! and frankly 
the improvisation on this record was 
much truer to the original, but then 
almost anything written by Gershwin 
is jazz friendly. I saw the first 
performance of "Porgy & Bess" at the 
old Stoll Theatre in Kingsway (no 
longer there!) in 1952 and despite 
seeing many revivals sometimes at 
highly inflated prices, it still rates as 
the finest show I have ever seen. Cab 
Calloway, the bandleader, played the 
part of Sportin' Life.  
 
That is about it for 2011 and as 
always if anyone fancies joining our 
ranks you will be most welcome. Just 
give me a ring. 



Fetcham U3A  Page 6  

 

We are now taking a Christmas 
break in our Art lectures by Leslie. 
85 members from Fetcham, 
Bookham, Leatherhead, Banstead, 
Reigate, Ashtead and Epsom have 
been enthralled by Leslie’s talks.  
 
We started with the works of 
Watteau whose painting of the 
interior of Gersaints shop I 
recommend to other members as 
a very interesting painting. We 
moved on to Chardin, Boucher 
and Fragonard then to David 
before two brilliant evenings spent 
on the pictures of Goya, he of the 
voluptuous women. Week 5 we 
studied the paintings and 
engravings of Hogarth – The Rakes 
progress and The Election to 
mention just three. Hogarth 
showed just what life was like in 
those days of the 1700s and I for 
one would not have wanted to live 
at that time. In our final session 
before the break, Leslie showed us 
the paintings of Vernet, Hodges 
and Joseph Wright just to mention 
three. I personally love the Vernet 
painting ‘Night: Rocky inlet’, a 
masterpiece by any stretch of the 
imagination. I would have that 
hanging on the walls of my lounge  
 
 

at anytime. Hodges was best 
known for his paintings of the 
Captain Cooke sailings round the 
southern oceans of New Zealand, 
Tahiti and Easter Island. Joseph 

Wright was most famous for his 
paintings by hidden candlelight. His 
most famous one ‘The Air-pump 
experiment’ is the first we study 
after Christmas. 
 
Many of the paintings we have seen 
so far or are due to see next year 
can be seen at the National 
Gallery, where a small group of us 
went earlier in the year with Leslie 
as our guide. 

18th Century European Art Lecture by Bryan Dodds 
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Model Making by Ted 
 

Once upon a time model 
aeroplanes used to sound like 
chain saws, cost a lot and smell 
terrible.  All that has changed, 
thanks to modern technology. 
Electric powered aircraft are now 
the norm.  Radio sets using 
mobile phone technology are 

reliable and costs have tumbled. 
The electric motors and heavy 
batteries originally used for 
aircraft can now be recycled for 
model boats where their high 
weight is no disadvantage. 
Unfortunately we now live in an 
age where we expect everything 
to work instantly and throw it 
away when failure occurs.  If you 
build your own model, repair is 
simplified.  If it doesn't perform in 
the way that you would like, 
changes can be readily made.  
Educate the grandchildren, build a 
model.  Help available, ring me. 
 

 
Art – Mixed Media (2) by Janet  
 
At the end of August some of the U3A mixed media members joined 
with Leatherhead Art Club for a workshop at Nower Wood near 
Headley. This is a Surrey Wildlife Trust educational nature reserve and 
we were trying our hand at 'Art in the woods'. We started in the 
classroom with a brief introduction to the work of Mondrian, Andy 
Goldsworthy and Giuseppi Arciboldo. We were then each given a 
collecting bag and went for a walk through the wood collecting pebbles, 
coloured leaves, twigs, lichen, moss etc to create our own masterpieces! 
We ended at an open space where we let our imagination run wild. The 
final stage was to take photos to record our ephemera for posterity. We 
were lucky with the weather and we all enjoyed ourselves. As for our art 
- you must judge for yourselves! 
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French Conversation (2) by Lesley 
 

We completed another series of 
lively discussions on a wide 
variety of topics with our 
Christmas social. We enjoyed a 
lunch, which included quiches, 
French cheeses and wines, 
before singing French carols 
accompanied by Keith on the 
guitar. Here is one of the 
descriptive poems we studied: 

Harmonie Du Soir 
 

Voici venir les temps où vibrant sur sa tige 
Chaque fleur s’évapore ainsi qu’un encensoir; 

Les sons et les parfums tournent dans l’air du soir, 
Valse mélancolique et langoureux vertige! 

 
Chaque fleur s’évapore ainsi qu’un encensoir; 
Le violon frémit comme un cœur qu’on afflige; 

Valse mélancolique et langoureux vertige! 
Le ciel est triste et beau comme un grand reposoir. 

 
Le violon frémit comme un cœur qu’on afflige, 
Un cœur tendre, qui hait le néant vaste et noir! 

Le ciel est triste et beau comme un grand reposoir; 
Le soleil s’est noyé dans son sang qui se fige. 

 
Un cœur tendre, qui hait le néant vaste et noir, 

Du passé lumineux recueille tout vestige! 
Le soleil s’est noyé dans son sang qui se fige…. 
Ton souvenir en moi luit comme un ostensoir! 

Les Fleurs du Mal—Charles Baudelaire 
 

Bonne Année à tous 
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Bring two fat quarts and a packet of lentils (said Eileen) 
What does she mean ???? 
 

Turn to Page No 18 for the explanation 

Bridge by Trevor 
 

Fetcham U3A members play Bridge at St. Mary’s Church Hall Fetcham, 
usually twice a month unless the hall is needed for a Church event, and 
the sessions are organised by Leatherhead U3A. 
 

We play Rubber on the second Thursday and Chicago on the fourth 
Thursday from 10am to 12.30pm. 
 

The dates for 2012 are:  
 January 12, 26 
 February  9, 23 
 March   8, 22 
 April 12, 26 
 May 10, 24 
 June  14, 28 
 

Subscriptions become due on 1st January and for 2012 are £16 if paid as a 
lump sum in advance for the year’s meetings or £1.50 payable at each 
meeting for those not paying the lump sum. These amounts include 
coffee/tea and a biscuit.  
 

New members, including Associate members, are very welcome. The 
meetings are very friendly and relaxed and there is usually no need to 
bring a partner. Please feel welcome to come along, meet new friends, 
and enjoy playing bridge. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
would like to join us or if you need more 
information.  If you are interested send me 
a message via the Interest Group page.  This 
is a joint venture with our friends in 
Bookham and Leatherhead U3As.  Current 
Group Status: Vacancies 

July 12, 26 
August  9, 23 
September 13, 27 
October 11, 25 
November  8, 22 
December  13 
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Are you aware that there is an 
organic vineyard in Albury? It is on 
the southern slopes of the North 
Downs, bordered by the Pilgrims 
Way and the Silent Pool, not far 
from Newlands Corner, 
approached from the Silent Pool 
car park. The vineyard was 
established in May 2009 and covers 
around 5.25 hectares (13 acres). 
There was an initial planting of 
around 8,500 vines, mainly the 
traditional Champagne varietals of 
Pinot Meunier, Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay. A further 12,600 
vines were planted in May 2010. 
They hope to produce a still 
organic rosé next year and an 
organic sparkling wine, which 
should be available for sale in 2014. 
By 2016, they hope to be in full 

production with approximately 
26,000 bottles annually.  
 
In October, our group visited the 
vineyard where we were met by 
Alex Valsecchi, the manager. She 
gave us an introductory talk and 
then we went to The Drummond 
at Albury for an excellent lunch. 
Following this we walked to the 
Village Hall where Alex gave us a 
very interesting slide show, telling 
us how the vineyard had been 
established, the challenges of 
creating an organic vineyard, and 
the various tasks through the year 
etc. Pheasants had been a problem 
this year, dining out on some of 
the grapes, so a strategy for 
dealing with them has to be put in 
place before next year. Alex was 
very informative and amusing and 
we ended the afternoon with a 
tasting of three very different 
English sparkling wines. It was an 
excellent visit and we wish them 
every success in this venture – 
we’ll be looking forward to tasting 
their rosé next year – possibly to 
be called Silent Pool Rosé. 

Wine Appreciation (1) by Jo and Ernie 

I asked him, ‘Son, what is it with you.... is it ignorance or apathy? 
 

He said, ‘Dad, I don’t known and I don’t care’. 
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Q U I Z 
 

1 – Which game was named after the Duke of  
  Beaufort’s house in Gloucestershire? 
2 – The feet of the puffin are red in summer. What colour are they in 
  the winter? 
3 – Which element has the lowest boiling point? 
4 – In which series did Clint Eastwood play the part of Rowdy Yates? 
5 – Cochise and Geronimo were chiefs of which Native American  
  tribe? 
6 – Which comic strip heroine did Jane Fonda play in a 1964 film? 
7 – Which three countries bound Africa’s largest lake, Lake Victoria? 
8 – What name is given to factory-hands whose objective was to  
  destroy the new factory machinery? 
9 – Which pop star plays an alien in ‘The man who fell to Earth’? 

10 – For which two films did Glenda Jackson win the Oscar for Best  
 Actress? 

Answers on Page 19  

The only trouble I’ve found with retirement is that I 
never get a day off!! 
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Carole Neeser kindly arranged this 
walk around Kew and provided us all 
with free entry guest tickets to Kew 
Gardens. The walk commenced on 
Kew Green and we visited St Anne's 
Church where are buried the artists 
Thomas Gainsborough, Jeremiah 
Meyer, Joshua Kirby and Johann 
Zoffany. In Elizabeth's reign, and 
under the Stuarts, houses were 
developed along Kew Green West 
Hall, which survives in West Hall 
Road, and date from at least the 14th 
century and the present house was 
built at the end of the 17th century. 
Many of the houses in Kew Green 
were built in 18C and are of historic 
interest. We passed under Kew 
Bridge and explored the river history 
of old Kew. We completed our short 
walk near the pond opposite Kew 
Green and entered Kew Gardens by 

the Main Gate. The Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, usually referred to as 
Kew Gardens, is 121 hectares of 
gardens and botanical glasshouses 
between Richmond and Kew. "The 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew" and the 
brand name "Kew" are also used as 

umbrella terms for the institution 
that runs both the gardens at Kew 
and Wakehurst Place in Sussex. 
Created in 1759, the gardens 
celebrated their 250th anniversary in 
2009. Kew Gardens originated in the 
exotic garden at Kew Park formed by 
Lord Capel John of Tewkesbury. It 
was enlarged and extended by 
Augusta, Dowager Princess of Wales, 
the widow of Frederick, Prince of 
Wales, for whom Sir William 
Chambers built several garden 
structures. One of these, the lofty 
Chinese pagoda built in 1761 still 
remains. George III enriched the 
gardens, aided by William Aiton and 
Sir Joseph Banks. The old Kew Park 
(by then renamed the White House), 
was demolished in 1802. The "Dutch 
House" adjoining was purchased by 
George III in 1781 as a nursery for 
the royal children. It is a plain brick 
structure now known as Kew Palace.  
The Palm House was built by 
architect Decimus Burton and iron-
maker Richard Turner between 1844 
and 1848, and was the first large-
scale structural use of wrought iron. 
The structure's panes of glass are all 
hand-blown. The Temperate house, 
which is twice as large as the Palm 
House, followed later in the 19th 
century. It is now the largest 
Victorian glasshouse in existence. 
The recently opened Treetop 
Walkway has amazing views all 
around, particularly at this time of 
year when most of the leaves have 
fallen.  

Explore London (6)  -  November 2011 Kew & Kew Gardens by Malcolm 
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Christmas Party by Winnie 
 
The Golden Girls (not 
forgetting Mike the pianist) - 
the entertainment at our 
Christmas Party - had to 
compete with Bryan’s 
devilish quizzes once again! 
Not sure who came out on 
top but both were enjoyable. 
Wine Group 8 provided us 
with delicious mulled wine 
and our catering team 
worked hard to get all the 
food prepared and ready 
before the start of the 
afternoon.  As ever, we were immensely grateful for the generosity of 
members in providing us with cakes – certainly this year’s were the best 
ever and filled two tables with some to spare. 
  
We had a full hall with plenty of time to chat. After the entertainment 
Bryan gave out the answers to the quizzes and the winners were given a 
huge prize – who am I kidding? But, it was all good fun. 
 
At the end of the afternoon each lady went home with a box of 
chocolates and each gentleman a small bottle of wine. Held early in 
December it was the start of – what we hope – has been a peaceful and 
happy Christmas for you all.  

 

Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. Arthur Purdey about a large 
gas bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said, "We agree it was 
rather high for the time of year. It's possible Mr. Purdey has been 
charged for the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his 
house."  
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Many of our members have been on 
sea cruises – many of them are 
veterans at it - but for the majority of 
us who ventured on the Fred Olsen 
Liner to the Baltic it was a new 
experience. These are recollections 
of newcomers to cruising. This is an 
abbreviated version of the full article, 
which you can read on the Fetcham 
U3A website. The full article contains 
anecdotes and historical backgrounds 
to the places we visited. 
Our ship, the Balmoral, was a 
medium sized ship with 1,340 guests 
and 550 crew to look after us. 
Our trip started in Southampton and 
crossed the Baltic to the far eastern 
coast as far as St. Petersburg in 
Russia.  We gained our sea legs on 
the first day across the English 
Channel and then spent day two 
cruising through the Keil Canal in 
northern Germany – an eerie 
experience floating past the 
landscape, peering down from some 
80 feet in the air.  
Leaving the Kiel Canal we spent two 
days cruising the Baltic to Finland. 
This cruising time enabled us to find 
our way around the ship, and find 
out what events, activities and 
entertainment were available to us. 

The time also enabled us to bond 
with fellow Bookham and Fetcham 
U3A members.  
Our first port of call was Helsinki, the 
delightful capital of Finland. Most 
passengers had booked to go on 
guided tours of the city but getting 
1,300 passengers off the boat and 
into coaches for their tours was 
executed very smoothly and 
efficiently. Our tour included the 
Sibelius Monument and the amazing 
Rock Church. 
Overnight our ‘hotel’ cruised to St 
Petersburg which was developed 
with many huge palaces as a new 
Russian capital under the direction of 
Peter the Great. Our tours included 
the Hermitage with over three 
million works of art, St Catherine’s 
Palace, full of ‘bling’, and Peterhof 
Palace and Park with its Grand 
Cascade and Sampson Fountain – 
inspired by French Chateaux. The 
sight of the warship Aurora was a 
poignant reminder of the communist 
revolution - a canon shot from this 
vessel was the signal to start the 
revolution. 
After three days in Russia we sailed 
to Tallinn, the capital of Estonia, this 
year the capital of culture in Europe. 

Baltic Cruise 2011 by John 
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The heart of this city is the delightful 
old walled town – a tourists’ magnet, 
with winding cobbled streets, lined 
by very old, quaint houses and shops.  
After five hectic days in the east of 
the Baltic we spent a day cruising to 
Copenhagen, capital of Denmark. 
This is a western city with all the 
usual shops and offices and with a 
number of fine buildings and 
churches. In addition, because 
Denmark was at the forefront of well 
designed modern furniture, 
Copenhagen has a cornucopia of 
shops and department stores 
displaying a remarkably wide range 
of well designed artefacts, furniture, 
lighting and jewellery.  
Overnight we sailed to Jutland, the 
northern area of Denmark, and 
moored in Aalborg, 250 miles 
northwest of Copenhagen. We 

included a visit to the Viking burial 
grounds and museum and then, to 
revive our spirits, literally, we had a 
visit to the producers of Akvavit, a 
Danish speciality spirit made from 
grain.  
Finally we sailed to Kristiansand on 
the south coast of Norway. A tour 
took us to a fascinating open air 
museum village of Vest - Agder 
created from 40 homes originally 
built elsewhere in Norway between 
1650 and 1900 and re-erected here.  
Our last day was spent relaxing at sea 
as we sailed back to Southampton.   
Fifteen days, 2,904 nautical miles 
(3,342 statute miles) and six 
countries – how else could we have 
covered all those countries in one 
holiday – without having to change 
our four star hotel. 
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The Bomb by Keiko Toya 
The 6th of August, 66 years after the 
war, atom bomb day comes to the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park. 
There was a peace memorial 
ceremony, which was shown on 
television. At 8:15 am, the time that 
the bomb was dropped, everyone 
observed a silence. In front of my 
television, I too was silent. 
This year, in March, there was the 
Great East Japan Earthquake and the 
threat of radioactivity from the 
Fukushima power plant accident and 
those terrible scenes, so reminiscent 
of Hiroshima 66 years ago, brought 
back particular feelings on Atom 
Bomb Memorial day. 
66 years ago, two days after the 
Great Tokyo Air Raid of the 10th of 
March [some 100,000 people died], 
my mother set off with us four 
children towards Hiroshima. Keeping 
an eye on my 12 year old elder sister 
and taking her youngest child, my 
five year old brother, through the 
midst of another day’s unexpected 

bombardment were days of severe 
trial for my mother, then in her 
thirties. My father, a correspondent 
for a newspaper, was away from 
home having been posted a year 
before to Java. Going to our father’s 
hometown, Hiroshima, for the first 
time, was happiness for our mother 
and us children and we had sent our 
luggage there the day before the 
Great Air Raid. The train we at last 
got on at Tokyo Station was full, but 
people still came in, even through 
the windows. Wherever you looked, 
there were soldiers and sailors and 
the platform was a confusion of 
people seeing people off. 
To get to my uncle’s house, we 
changed at Hiroshima to yet another 
train and after a whole day we 
arrived at a little village – Kuba 
[became East Hiroshima] in the 
Toyota district. They had arranged 
for our family to have our own two 
rooms with kitchen and toilet. The 
main house had a large barn with 
two cows. It was an extensive two 
storey thatched house with a 
wooden floor, outside of which was a 
Goemon [heated] bath. Facing the 
large front garden was the road and 
beyond that the rice fields spread out 
in every direction.  
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We had been born and brought up in 
the centre of Tokyo and it was the 
first time that we had seen 
countryside scenery. 
We were carefree but somehow 
uneasy. My uncle had two daughters 
and two sons, as in our family, and 
although it was the first time we had 
met our cousins, we soon became 
firm friends.  
The path to the primary school was 
thirty minutes on foot over the hills. 
When you got used to it, it wasn’t too 
bad and at the school and in the 
neighbourhood as “Tokyo people, 
Tokyo people” we were kindly 
received. Adapting quickly to our 
environment we often squabbled with 
our cousins in the Hiroshima dialect. 
Pointing to the things surrounding the 
house, they would say “This be ours”, 
“and this be ours” and for my 
brothers and sisters, who depended 
on their generosity, that was hard to 
take. Living in Kuba, 5 months passed 
in the blink of an eye. 
And then, “boom”, on that 6th of 
August morning, the ground rumbled 
and shook. 
As we rushed outside, with everyone 
in the neighbourhood doing the same, 
a deafeningly great noise burst 
upcloud, blotting out the midsummer 

sun, rose into the blue sky. “It looks as 
though the ammunition store has 
exploded”, “The ammunition store 
has exploded” people screamed as we 
anxiously watched the movement of 
the mushroom cloud. No one knew 
that the world’s first atomic bomb 
had been dropped. 
Many young people from the schools 
had just been drafted and seen off to 
Hiroshima two days earlier. And so, in 
the late afternoon, young people who 
had been mobilised and fathers with 
horrible burns who had gone to work 
in Hiroshima managed to make their 
way with expressionless faces one by 
one back to the village. Talk of the 
picture of hell that was the 
devastated Hiroshima spread 
everywhere in the village. The sight of 
the city centre, annihilated by the 
terrible bomb, was shocking beyond 
belief and groaning, as though hit by a 
great weight, the village was caught 
up in the maelstrom of war. 
The person with a burnt back whose 
only treatment, no other resources 
being available, was to have his 
wounds redressed with newspaper 
every day, the people who had 
become mentally disturbed, for these 
the village doctor, going round from 
one to the next, could do nothing. 
Even some people who got back 
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Needlework by Brenda 
 

Sewing tidies  
We have been busy making these 
excellent sewing tidies, which have a 
weighted pin cushion on the top, 
filled with lentils, and a fabric bowl 
for all those threads that need 
snipping off while we are working.  
Eileen Joy has been showing us how 
to make these – not straightforward 
as the American pattern instructions 
left something to be desired - but 
under Eileen’s brilliant direction we have all completed at least one and 
some of us are well on the way to completing a second one.  The 
grandson of one of our group even asked for one for all his remote 
controls – I think he is on to something – they work perfectly for these 
too. 

This newsletter with its many photographs may be viewed in glorious colour on 
our website www.fetchamu3a.org.uk 

unscathed, all too quickly died in the 
pain of leukaemia. 
Even now, after the accident at Tokyo 
Electric Power’s Fukushima nuclear 
power station, it is still happening. 
Thousands of peopled are trapped in 
fear of the menace of radiation and 
there is no end in sight.  In the 20 
kilometre zone round the nuclear 
reactor, no-one can live and people 
have been forced to evacuate. In 
America, on the other hand, they 

decided that there was an 80 
kilometre danger area. At the time of 
the Hiroshima atomic bomb, we were 
within 30 kilometres of the 
hypocentre. 
My mother and elder sister died of 
cancer. I, too, have suffered from 
cancer. My father, who was abroad at 
the time, seems to have suffered no 
effects from radioactivity in these 66 
years. 
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Quiz Answers 
 

1 – Badminton 
2 – Yellow 
3 – Helium 
4 – Rawhide 
5 – Apache 
6 – Barbarella 
7 – Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. 
8 – Luddites 
9 – David Bowie 

10 – Women in love & A touch of Class 

Articles and items for the next issue of the newsletter  
should be with Judy by 13 May.  

Many thanks. 

A list of actual announcements that London Tube Driver have 
made to their passengers: 
"Ladies and Gentlemen, I do apologise for the delay to your service. I 
know you're all dying to get home, unless, of course, you happen to be 
married to my ex-wife, in which case you'll want to cross over to the 
Westbound and go in the opposite direction."  
 
"Your delay this evening is caused by the line controller suffering from E & B 
syndrome: not knowing his elbow from his backside. I'll let you know any 
further information as soon as I'm given any."  
 
"Let the passengers off the train FIRST!" (Pause.) "Oh go on then, stuff 
yourselves in like sardines, see if I care -- I'm going home...."  
 
"Please move all baggage away from the doors." (Pause..) "Please move ALL 
belongings away from the doors." (Pause...) "This is a personal message to the 
man in the brown suit wearing glasses at the rear of the train: Put the pie 
down, Four-eyes, and move your bloody golf clubs away from the door before I 
come down there and shove them up your ****sideways!" 
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They ride around on their bicycles and scooters and  wear name tags 
because they don't know who they are anymore.  They go to a 
building called a wreck center, but they must have got it fixed 
because it is all okay now. They do exercises there , but they don't 
do them very well.  There is a swimming pool too, but they all jump 
up and down in it with hats on.   
 

At their gate, there is a doll house with a little old man sitting in it. 
He watches all day so nobody can escape.  Sometimes they sneak 
out, and go cruising in their golf carts!   Nobody there cooks, they 
just eat out.  And, they eat the same thing every night --- early birds.   
 

Some of the people can't get out past the man in th e doll house.  The 
ones who do get out, bring food back to the wrecked  center for pot 
luck.   
 

My Grandma says that Grandpa worked all his life to  earn his 
retardment and says I should work hard so I can be retarded some 
day too.   When I earn my retardment, I want to be the man in the doll 
house.  Then I will let people out, so they can visit their  
grandchildren.        PRICELESS!  

RETARDED  GRANDPARENTS   
(this was actually reported by a teacher) 

After Christmas, a teacher asked 
her young pupils how they spent 
their holiday away from school. 
One child wrote the following:  
We always used to spend the 
holidays with Grandma and 
Grandpa.  They used to live in a big 
brick house but Grandpa got 
retarded and they moved to 
Batemans Bay where everyone 
lives in nice little houses, and so 
they don't have to mow the grass 
anymore!  

The committee meets on the 2nd Monday of the month.   
If you have any items you would like to be discussed by the 
Committee please contact the Secretary, Diana. 



Fetcham U3A  Page 1  

Committee Members 
Chairman Bryan  

Vice-Chairman Mary C  

Treasurer Hannah  

Secretary Diana  

Membership Secretary Tony WR  

Groups Co-ordinator Enid  

Speaker Secretary  David  

Publicity Officer Winnie  

Member Graham  

Member Tony R  

Member Ian  

Member Mary H  

Member Tony C  

Support Services  
Welfare of Members Jo  

Tea Organiser Jean  

Social Events Winnie  

Outings/Theatre Visits Sheila  

Floor Manager Bob  

Newsletter Editors  
 
 
 

Judy 
 newsletter.editor1@fetchamu3a.org.uk  
John 
 newsletter.editor2@fetchamu3a.org.uk  
Caryl 
 newsletter.editor3@fetchamu3a.org.uk  

Member Malcolm  

Member Kathy  



Fetcham U3A  Page 1  


